Narrative Tenses

Task I
Tick the correct tense and write an example about yourself for each rule
Example

Past Simple

Past
Continuous

Past Perfect

Past Perfect
Continuous

actions that started and
finished in the past
to describe
the background setting
of the story
to describe an action
that happened before
another past action
action happening for
a period of time before
another action in the
past
action happening for a
period of time in the past
two actions happening
at the same time in the
past
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Task II
Put the verbs in the correct tense. Discuss with your partner why you have used this tense.
1. Not for the ﬁrst time, an argument (break) __________________ out over breakfast at number four, Privet Drive. Mr. Vernon
Dursley (to be woken) __________________ in the early hours of the morning by a loud, hooting noise from his nephew
Harry’s room.
2. “This could well be the day I make the biggest deal of my career,” (say) ___________ Uncle Vernon. Harry (go) __________
back to his toast. Of course, he (think) ____________ bitterly, Uncle Vernon (talk) _______________ about the stupid dinner
party. He (talk)______________ for two weeks. Some rich builder and his wife (come) ________________ to dinner and
Uncle Vernon (hope) ______________ to get a huge order from him (Uncle Vernon’s company (made) ______________ drills).
3. For the ﬁrst couple of weeks back, Harry (enjoy) ____________ muttering nonsense words under his breath and watching
Dudley tearing out of the room as fast as his fat legs would carry him. But the long silence from Ron and Hermione
(make) ______________ Harry feel so cut oﬀ from the magical world that even taunting Dudley (lose) _______________
its appeal — and now Ron and Hermione (forget) __________________ his birthday.
4. Harry suddenly (sit) __________ bolt upright on the garden bench. He (stare) ____________________ absentmindedly
into the hedge — and the hedge (stare) ________________ back. Two enormous green eyes (appear) _____________ among
the leaves.
(From “ Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets” by J.K. Rowling)
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Task III
Use the random plot generator to generate a story. Then replace the verbs with blanks and give them
to your partner to ﬁll in. Check.
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Task IV
Choose one of these writing prompts and together with your partner write a short story.
Make sure to include 2 examples of
- Past Simple
- Past Continuous

- Past Perfect
- Past Perfect Continuous

Prompt 1
"I'd like to buy a plane ticket to your furthest destination today," you told the airline employee.
Prompt 2
It's your first day in a new city where you don't speak the language.
Prompt 3
"The grass is always greener on the other side." You were prepared to find out.
Prompt 4
You are granted one wish. But you have to use the wish for someone else.
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Answers:
Task I
Example

Past Simple

Past
Continuous

Past Perfect

Past Perfect
Continuous

actions that started and
finished in the past
to describe
the background setting
of the story
to describe an action
that happened before
another past action
action happening for
a period of time before
another action in the
past
action happening for a
period of time in the past
two actions happening
at the same time in the
past
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Answers:
Task II
1. Not for the ﬁrst time, an argument had broken out over breakfast at number four, Privet Drive. Mr. Vernon Dursley
had been woken in the early hours of the morning by a loud, hooting noise from his nephew Harry’s room.
2. “This could well be the day I make the biggest deal of my career,” said Uncle Vernon. Harry went back to his toast.
Of course, he thought bitterly, Uncle Vernon was talking about the stupid dinner party. He’d been talking for two weeks.
Some rich builder and his wife were coming to dinner and Uncle Vernon was hoping to get a huge order from him (Uncle
Vernon’s company made drills).
3. For the ﬁrst couple of weeks back, Harry had enjoyed muttering nonsense words under his breath and watching Dudley
tearing out of the room as fast as his fat legs would carry him. But the long silence from Ron and Hermione had made Harry
feel so cut oﬀ from the magical world that even taunting Dudley had lost its appeal — and now Ron and Hermione
had forgotten his birthday.
4. Harry suddenly sat bolt upright on the garden bench. He had been staring absentmindedly into the hedge — and the
hedge was staring back. Two enormous green eyes had appeared among the leaves.
(From “ Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets” by J.K. Rowling)
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