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1. Lead-in  (Activity 1)  5 mins
Aims: to activate  SS’ schemata.
Procedure: Set the task and give SS some time to think over. Draw a mind map on the board (or 
you can use a mind map template in the worksheet) and elicit as many words as possible.

2. Reading an article. (Activity 2)  20 mins
Aims: to practise reading for gist.
Procedure: Put the students in the groups of three. If you have less students, you can skip Text 
A about the history of Thanksgiving. Each student reads their own part and chooses 4-5 inter-
esting facts. Help SS with unfamiliar words.Then they share the information with their partners. 
Ask them to use their own words without reading. In weaker classes ask SS to make notes 
before talking. Conduct a content feedback and ask each learner of the group to share the most 
interesting fact about Thanksgiving.
    After that three students work together and try to work out the meaning of the highlighted 
words. Check understanding of the words by asking CCQs. Then SS use them in the description 
of any similar holiday in their country.

3. Speaking. (Activity 3)  10 mins
Aims: to practise speaking for fluency and engage SS by organizing a competition.
Procedure: SS discuss in pairs if the statements are true or false. They can write their answers 
on pieces of paper and hand in to the teacher. The teacher decides who has the most correct 
answers and announces the winner.

Ke:
Fast Facts
1. Canadians celebrate their own Thanksgiving every November. F (on the second Monday of 
October)  
2. Abraham Lincoln declared a national day of Thanksgiving in 1863. T 
3. The first Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade was held in 1824. F (1924) 
4. Around 16 million turkeys were eaten in the US on Thanksgiving in 2010. That's around one 
fifth of all the turkeys eaten for the entire year. F  (around 46 million turkeys) 
5. Benjamin Franklin wanted the turkey to be the national bird instead of the bald eagle. T 
6. Around 88 percent of Americans eat turkey on Thanksgiving. T 
7. The day before Thanksgiving is called Black Friday. It is the biggest shopping day of the year. F (after) 
8. A more recent Thanksgiving tradition is the U.S. President killing a turkey in public. F (the 
U.S. President pardoning a turkey -- or saving it from being killed). 
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4. Thanksgiving snowball. (Activity 4)  10 mins

Aims: to organize free speaking practice in the engaging context.
Procedure: Hand out two strips of paper to each student. They write two things they are thank-
ful for in their life. After that SS make balls from paper. Give an command to start a snowball 
fight. Let the snowball fight last for a minute or two. After that SS should collect as many paper 
balls as possible from the floor. This is a mingle activity. They have to find ‘the author’ of each 
note they have as fast as possible by asking questions:  Do you have…? Have you ever trav-
elled….?
The winner has the most number of snowballs with names on them.

5. Sum up. 2-3 mins

Praise SS for good work and give a delayed error correction feedback.


