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1. Warm-up  (Activity 1)   5 mins
Aims: to break the ice and foster a safe environment for learning.
Procedure: Introduce the topic. Ask students to discuss the questions in pairs.

3. Instrument families  (Activity 3)  10 mins
Aim: to further practice the vocabulary of the lesson.
Procedure: Students put the instruments from activity 2 into groups.

2. Musical instruments  (Activity 2)  15 mins
Aims: to activate schemata and practice the vocabulary necessary for the lesson.
Procedure: students match the pictures and the instruments.

Keys:
1. Tambourine - I
2. Musical triangle - K
3. Drum set - E
4. Trumpet - N
5. Trombone - B
6. Flute - O
7. Xylophone - F
8. Tuba - R
9. Saxophone - J

After the students have revised the vocabulary, play the video and have them guess which 
instrument is playing: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4S3yXtAC9Y

Answers:
1. Saxophone
2. Piano
3. Flute
4. Harpsichord
5. Cello/Octave Viola
6. Tuba
7. Viola
8. Cymbals
9. Triangle
10. French Horn

11. Organ
12. Guitar
13. Trumpet
14. Violin
15. Trombone
16. Oboe
17. Harp
18. Tuba
19. Double Bass
20. Clarinet

10. Chimes - G
11. French horn - M
12. Harp - A
13. Violin - C
14. Clarinet - P
15. Oboe - H
16. Cello - D
17. Double bass - L
18. Cymbals - Q
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4. Discussion   (Activity 4)   15 mins
Aim: to provide students with free speaking practice.
Procedure:  students discuss the questions.

5. Unusual instruments   (Activity 5)   10 mins
Aim: to provide students with reading for gist practice.
Procedure: students match unusual instruments with their descriptions.

Keys:

violin
viola
cello
bass
harp
dulcimer

     Brass  instruments are made of brass or some other metal and make a sound when air is 
blown inside. The musician's lips must buzz, as though making a "raspberry" noise against the 
mouthpiece. Air then vibrates inside the instrument, which produces a sound.
     Most percussion instruments make sounds when they are hit, such as a drum or a tambou-
rine. Others are shaken, such as maracas, and still, others may be rubbed, scratched, or what-
ever else will make the instrument vibrate and thus produce a sound.
     The sounds of string instruments come from their strings. The strings may be plucked, as in 
a guitar or harp; bowed, as with a cello or a violin; or struck, as with a dulcimer. This creates a 
vibration that causes a unique sound.
     Woodwind instruments produce sound when air (wind) is blown inside. Air might be blown 
across an edge, as with a flute; between a reed and a surface, as with a clarinet; or between two 
reeds, as with a bassoon. The sound happens when the air vibrates inside.

drums 
cymbals triangle
chimes tam-tam 
glockenspiel timpani
bells
xylophone

flute
piccolo
clarinet recorder 
bassoon
oboe

trumpet
trombone
tuba
French horn cornet
bugle

String Percussion Woodwind Brass
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6. Answer the questions   (Activity 6)   10 mins
Aim: to provide students with reading for detail practice.
Procedure:  students read the instrument description from activity 5 again and answer the 
questions.

Answers:
1. Thoramin
2. The Great Stalacpipe Organ
3. Hydrolauphone
4. The Glass Harmonica
5. Double Contrabass Flute
6. Zadar Sea Organ
7. Singing Ringing Tree
8. Pyrophone
9. Zeusaphone a.k.a. The Theremin

Answers:
1. The Theremin, The Great Stalacpipe Organ, The Glass Harmonica
2. The Theramin
3. The Theramin
4. Zadar Sea Organ and Singing Ringing Tree
5. The Glass Harmonica

7. The Vegetable Orchestra   (Activity 7)   15 mins
Aim: to provide listening practice.
Procedure:  Students watch the video and answer the questions.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xM1EjIDLMLY&t=37s

Answers:
1. Very often people think it's gonna be funny and then they realize it's not really.
2. They choose all the vegetables there.
3. They have three kinds of instruments. One is the ready-made, you can just buy it at the
market and play it. Then there are just simple instruments like with one cut or some cuts. And
then there are more complex instruments that work like normal instruments.
4. After shopping they go to the venue and to build instruments and then start the sound check.
5. They make soup during the building of the vegetable instruments with the remaining vegeta-
bles and serve it to the audience after the concert.
6. After the concert people look at vegetables in another way.
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Transcript
Very often people think it's gonna be funny and then they realize it's not really. We really do 
music, it's not impossible to make music with vegetables. My name is Susanna Gartmayer and 
I'm a member of the Vegetable Orchestra. The orchestra exists 18 years now. The first instru-
ment was the tomato because you can do sound with tomatoes but it will be messy, for sure. 
We go shopping on the market first. We choose all the vegetables there. We have three kinds of 
instruments. One is the ready-made, you can just buy it at the market and play it. It's like the 
pepper, it's called, no? It's ready already.  And then there are just simple instruments like with 
one cut or some cuts. We get it like that, then with the more complex instruments, we have 
some that work like normal instruments. You know, the pumpkin is the bass drum and the 
sound of the pumpkin is really important. After shopping, we go to the venue and start to build 
instruments. All in all, it takes two to three hours to build all the instruments for everybody. And 
then we start with the sound check.  And since we have new instruments each time, we have to 
have a very long sound check. We have a lot of different musical influences in the orchestra. 
Since we're really many people, everybody's interested in different things. We make a soup 
during the building process of the vegetable instruments with the remaining vegetables and we 
serve it to the audience after the concert. And it's also after hearing and seeing us and smelling 
the vegetables, which will be intense in there because it's so small this theater. And then you 
can also eat it. You never get it out of your head anymore if you're in the orchestra to look at 
vegetables in another way.

8. Design your own instrument   (Activity 8)  optional
Aim: to provide students with free speaking practice.
Procedure:  in groups students discuss and design their own musical instrument.

9. Sum up  3-5 mins
Summarise the lesson and tell students what results they have achieved (Now you can … After 
our reading and speaking lesson you will be able to….). Ask them if they have any questions.
Conduct delayed error correction if needed.


