
World Environment Day
Intermediate level+



Task 1: Warm-up

Look at the picture.
What do you think it might illustrate?
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Task 2: Environmental issues discussion

Discuss the questions:

1. What environmental issues do you know?
2. Why are they burning issues?
3. What major environmental concerns is your 

local area currently facing?
4. What can be done by an individual to

protect the nature? Name three actions  
that can be taken to help the environment.
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Task 3: Vocabulary

Match the words with their definitions.

ecology solar energy waste pollution restoration
ecosystem acid rain surroundings

1. rainfall made so acidic by atmospheric pollution that it causes environmental harm, chiefly 
to forests and lakes.

2. unwanted or unusable material, substances, or by-products.
3. the environmental condition.
4. a group of living organisms interacting with their environment.
5. damage caused to water, air, etc. by harmful substances or waste.
6. energy from the sun that is converted into thermal or electrical energy.
7. the recovery of things that have been degraded or destroyed.
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Task 4: Pre-watching

Answer the questions.

1. How do people influence the environment  
and how does the environment influence us?

2. What are the main human impacts 
on the environment?

3. Can you think of some positive effects  
that people have on the ecosystem?
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Task 5: While-watching

Watch the video (from 06:42). Name 5 human impacts mentioned in the video. How  
are they connected?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5eTCZ9L834s&feature=emb_imp_woyt


Task 6: Listening

Listen and guess the speaker's identity. What are their messages?

1. Audio one

a) Cloud b) Ocean c) Soil

2. Audio two

a) Sky b) Air

3. Audio three

a) Ice b) Water

c) Forest

c) Mountains
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https://youtu.be/rM6txLtoaoc?t=8
https://youtu.be/LyzOq40rpwQ?t=5
https://youtu.be/NJHcdKf5iHs?t=5


Task 7: Completing

Listen to each audio once again and complete the sentences.

Audio one
I am the ocean. Every raindrop comes...  
But humans. They take more than...
They poison me and then expect me...  
If humans want to exist with me I...
If nature isn't kept healthy humans...
I covered the entire planet once, and I can…

Audio two
I am the forest. I purify your water...  
Yet you continue...
Releasing carbon into the air...  
Whilst some of you...
Most of you turn...  
But I am resilient...
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Task 7.1: Completing

Audio three
I am the mountain. I’m nature’s…  
My glaciers and streams…
From up here I see how you’ve come…  
You once climbed…
Now you take…
And contemplate only…

Think of three more components of nature and make up a monologue for each 
of them. What  would their messages look like?
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Task 8: Discussion

Read the statement. Do you agree with it? Why (not)?

Ecosystems have developed over periods of time, where plants and animals have adapted to survive through these  
changes. When one resource is disrupted through a change in weather, precipitation, or by a human impact, the entire  
ecosystem suffers.

Choose one of the ecosystems and name its elements. How are they connected?

Example, forest trees, birds, wet, cold or warm, dirt, etc. Birds live in the trees, they build a nest with surrounding  
materials (sticks, moss, etc.), eats worms in the dirt, and gets water from nearby lakes or the rain. This is the way  a  group 
of living organisms interacts with their environment.

Ecosystems: tropical rainforest, deserts, grasslands, the taiga, the tundra, the chaparral, the  
ocean, savanna, fresh water, etc.
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Task 9: Reading

Answer the questions:

1. Is it possible to restore an ecosystem?
2. What can ecosystem restoration mean?

Read the article (What is Ecosystem Restoration?) and check your ideas.

Now imagine there is a disruption in the ecosystem, i.e. chemicals leaked into the water system,  
so it is no longer a viable source. How can this disruption in the ecosystem affect the overall  
habitat?

Created by Margarit Avetisyan for Skyteach, 2021©

https://www.genevaenvironmentnetwork.org/world-environment-day/#scroll-nav__7


Task 10: Project work

What causes may the following environmental problems have? Offer a solution to 
solve  the problems. Do a research, make a presentation and share it with your 
teacher.

1. greenhouse gases

2. nuclear power

3. toxic waste

4. carbon emissions
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Optional task: Read the facts and say if they are True or False. Do a research on the Internet 
and check your answers. Which facts surprised you?

1. Plastic is not dangerous for oceans.
2. The world's oldest trees are more than 4,600 years old.
3. Paper can be recycled only six times.
4. Antarctica is the cleanest place on the Earth.
5. You will stop drinking tea soon because of climate change.
6. Pollution in China can't change the weather in the United States.
7. Noise pollution doesn't exist.
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Hometask: Ecosystem restoration research
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Study one of the ecosystem categories. Write an essay about its main components, current status and major threats,  
think of benefits of restoring them. Find out what you can do to restore it.

https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/types-ecosystem-restoration


Keys

Task 1. possible answer: environmental issues.

Task 2. possible answers:

1. Pollution / Global warming / Overpopulation / Waste / Ocean acidification / Loss of biodiversity
2. Environment in which we live provides natural services for humans and all other species that are essential to our 

health,  quality of life and survival.
4. Don’t buy and use plastics, volunteer for a wildlife or environmental organisation and recycle.
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Keys

Task 3.

1. acid rain - rainfall made so acidic by atmospheric pollution that it causes environmental harm, chiefly to forests and 
lakes.

2. waste - unwanted or unusable material, substances, or by-products.
3. surroundings - the environmental condition.
4. ecosystem - a group of living organisms interacting with their environment.
5. pollution - damage caused to water, air, etc. by harmful substances or waste.
6. solar energy - energy from the sun that is converted into thermal or electrical energy.
7. restoration - the recovery of things that have been degraded or destroyed.
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Keys

Task 5.

1. Deforestation
2. Desertification
3. Global Warming
4. Invasive Species
5. Overharvesting
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Keys

Task 6.

These messages are warnings to people about their problems.  
1. - b) 2. - c) 3. - c)

Instructions for teachers: Play the video for a few seconds only without showing it to students. Show it when students finish  
the task.
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Keys

Task 7.

Audio one
I am the ocean. Every raindrop comes back to me.
But humans. They take more than their share.
They poison me and then expect me to feed them.
If humans want to exist with me I suggest they listen closer.
If nature isn't kept healthy humans won’t survive.
I covered the entire planet once, and I can cover it again.

Audio two
I am the forest. I purify your water and protect your shores.
Yet you continue to cut me down.
Releasing carbon into the air and heating this planet.
Whilst some of you stand with me.  
Most of you turn your backs on me.  
But I am resilient let me grow.
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Keys

Task 7.1.

Audio three
I am the mountain. I’m nature’s oldest temple.
My glaciers and streams provide the water you drink.  
From up here I see how you’ve come to treat this world.  
You once climbed my peaks seeking enlightenment.
Now you take what you want.
And contemplate only your own gain.
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https://youtu.be/NJHcdKf5iHs?t=5


Keys

Task 10. possible answers:

1. greenhouse gases - global warming

2. nuclear power - radioactive waste, dangerous to human health

3. toxic waste - water poisoning

4. carbon emission - climate change

Possible ways to solve the problems: being environmentally aware, water consumption laws, alternative energy 
forms.
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Keys

Optional task. True or False
Plastic is not dangerous for oceans. (False)
The world's oldest trees are more than 4,600 years old. (True)  
Paper can be recycled only six times. (True)
Antarctica is the cleanest place on the Earth. (True)
You will not drink tea soon because of climate change. (True)
Pollution in China can't change the weather in the United States. (False)  
Noise pollution doesn't exist. (False)
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